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Senator Chuck McIlhinney

REPORT to the PEOPLE

Budget Reduces Overall State Spending

The state faced an enormous
$3.2 billion deficit last year due
to the global recession. While

disagreements over spending priorities
and taxation caused an ugly and inex-
cusable impasse that dragged into Oc-
tober, the final state budget agreement
offers the best way for us to get our
economy back on track.

My highest priorities during the
budget process were to control state
spending and avoid tax increases. At a
time when many Bucks County fami-
lies and businesses are struggling to
make ends meet, any broad-based tax
increase would be a serious blow to
our economy. The governor proposed
an increase in the Personal Income Tax
that would have taken more than a

billion dollars out of the pockets of
state taxpayers to finance higher state
spending, but thankfully, the majority
of legislators rejected this proposed
tax hike.

As part of the final approved state
budget, state spending will be less
than the previous year for the first
time in decades. This overall reduction
in state spending is a significant vic-
tory for Bucks County taxpayers.
While we were not able to fund every
program and line item that has been
funded in previous budgets, we were
able to preserve the core services that
Pennsylvanians rely on most.

As a result of this year’s responsible
budget, the Wall Street Journal re-
cently found that Pennsylvania was

one of just 10 states in the country
that is considered fiscally stable. Penn-
sylvania was the only state in the
Northeast to achieve the distinction of
being ranked first in industrialization
and seventh overall in the publica-
tion’s rankings. I am hopeful that in
future budgets, we can reach a timely
agreement that avoids tax increases
and costly government mandates that
could derail our economic recovery. 

McIlhinney Bill Would Prevent Job Losses

The recession has led many
companies to turn to employee
layoffs to deal with dwindling

profits. These job losses have had a
dramatic impact on many local fami-
lies, forcing many individuals to
search for employment in a very diffi-
cult economic environment. Creating
and retaining jobs will be the key to
an economic recovery, and I intro-
duced legislation recently that would
help Pennsylvania businesses preserve
the jobs that are closest to being lost.

My proposal would give employ-

ers an alternative to layoffs and allow
workers to maintain their current jobs.
The bill would allow employers who
are facing the prospect of layoffs to
implement a temporary shared-work
program that would reduce employee
hours and allow those employees to
receive proportionate unemployment
compensation benefits. The measure
could only be taken by businesses that
would otherwise be forced to lay off
at least 10 percent of a unit.

The shared-work plan would be
voluntary for employers and would

have to be reviewed and approved by
the Department of Labor and Industry
and the union of any affected employ-
ees. Participating employers must also
agree to not lay off employees during
the term of the plan and not hire or
transfer new workers into the affected
unit.

Hardworking local residents de-
serve to be in the workforce instead of
the unemployment rolls, and my legis-
lation would ensure that there are
more jobs available to help spur an
economic recovery.



Property Tax/Rent Rebate Forms Available Now

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate
Program provides rebates on
property taxes or rent paid by

senior citizens and disabled individu-
als living on a fixed income. Applica-
tions for rebates on taxes or rent paid
in 2009 are available now at my dis-
trict offices in Doylestown and Mor-
risville.

To be eligible, applicants must meet
income requirements and be a Penn-
sylvania resident age 65 and older, a

widow or widower age 50 and older,
or a permanently disabled individual
age 18 or older. The program is avail-
able to homeowners with a household
income of $35,000 or less and renters
with a household income of $15,000
or less, excluding one-half of Social
Security Income and Railroad Retire-
ment Tier 1 benefits. 

The household income limits and
maximum rebate amounts for home-
owners are: 

• $0 to $8,000 – $650 rebate 
• $8,001 to $15,000 – $500 rebate 
• $15,001 to $18,000 – $300 rebate 
• $18,001 to $35,000 – $250 rebate.

The household income limits and
maximum rebate amounts for renters
are: 
• $0 to $8,000 – $650 rebate 
• $8,001 to $15,000 – $500 rebate.

State Resources Available to Help Consumers 
Make Best Electricity Choice

Beginning in January 2010, all
electricity consumers now have
the option to choose the com-

pany that generates their electricity.
Ratepayers will still have the same
electricity provider, but they can now
compare electricity generators to find
the best deal possible for their house-
hold.

The state offers several resources to
help consumers learn more about elec-
tricity choice. The Pennsylvania Of-

fice of Consumer Advo-
cate offers a free Electric
Shopping Guide online at
www.oca.state.pa.us.
This guide includes price
comparisons for all of the
companies that generate
electricity in the state. The
Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission has also es-
tablished a utility choice
website to give consumers

access to information on pric-
ing, basic consumer protec-
tions and other utilities that
offer competition at
www.puc.state.pa.us/
utilitychoice.

I would urge all consumers
to learn more about electricity
choice to ensure that they re-
ceive the best price that is
available in our area.

Senator McIlhinney listens to questions
from seniors during his Senior Expo in
Fairless Hills in October.

Honoring Council Rock Newtown Athletic Association Little
League State Champions along with Senator Tommy Tomlinson.



McIlhinney Legislation Would Protect Drinking Water Sources

Clean drinking water is one of
our most precious natural re-
sources. I introduced legisla-

tion in 2009 that would strengthen the
state’s Safe Drinking Water Act to pro-
tect our drinking water sources from
pollution and contamination.

Our drinking water supplies can be
compromised by a number of sources
of pollution, such as runoff, land uses,
industrial discharges and spills. Senate
Bill 777 would prohibit activities that
could pollute our water sources near
surface water intakes and community
groundwater wells. My legislation
would also require the Department of
Environmental Protection to establish
minimum protection standards for
wellheads and surface water intakes.

A number of municipalities have
taken the lead in protecting their local

drinking water sources by establishing
their own regulations, and I believe
the state should follow their example
by establishing statewide standards to
ensure water quality.

Clean drinking
water is important to
protect the health of
our citizens, but it is
a resource that we
too often take for
granted. Each genera-
tion should strive to
pass on a cleaner and
more vibrant world
to the next genera-
tion, and I am hope-
ful that Senate Bill
777 will help to pro-
tect a vital part of our
environment and en-

sure that one of our most essential re-
sources is not threatened by pollution.

Senator McIlhinney visits with students at Morrisville
YMCA in Morrisville.

Senate Approves McIlhinney’s Military Uniforms Bill

The quantity and quality of
Pennsylvanians serving in
the military is a tremendous

source of pride for our Common-
wealth, and I have a great deal of re-
spect and admiration for their
service to our nation. In 2008, I was
approached about a troubling issue
for some of our local military per-
sonnel by several members of Sem-
per Fi Families, an organization that
offers guidance and support to fami-
lies of those serving in the military –
several members of the military
who dropped by their former
schools to visit friends and teachers
were denied access because they
were in uniform.

It is deeply troubling that a few
of our school officials would deny
access to some of our bravest and
most respected citizens. While I am
sure that the vast majority of school
officials respect the members of our
military and would not discriminate
against them, it is very disappoint-
ing that a select few do not share
those sentiments.

The Senate took action to prevent
this form of discrimination in 2009,
voting 49-1 to pass legislation that
would prohibit school officials from
denying members of the military ac-
cess to school grounds based on their
uniform. Visitors would still be ex-
pected to follow a school’s visitor pol-

icy, but it would be unlawful to be
denied access based on their uni-
form. Senate Bill 206 would also
prevent school officials from impos-
ing restrictions on military uniforms
on school property. The legislation
was sent to the House of Represen-
tatives for consideration.

Senator
McIlhinney
and
Representative
Quinn meet
with students
from the Bucks
County
Conservatory
during the
group’s visit to
the State
Capitol in
Harrisburg.
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HealthNET PA Bills Expand Coverage for 
Uninsured Pennsylvanians

While the debate on health
care reform continues at
the national level, I sup-

ported passage of two bills that will
expand health care coverage to many
uninsured Pennsylvanians. Both bills
were signed into law in 2009.

The new laws expand mini-
COBRA coverage to small business
employees and extend the option of
dependant care to age 30. Since a large
percentage of Pennsylvanians are em-
ployed by small businesses and nearly
half of uninsured Pennsylvanians are
age 18 to 34, these two bills will in-

clude a large percentage of state resi-
dents who currently lack health care
coverage.

The new mini-COBRA regulations
allow employees of small businesses
to purchase health insurance through
their former employers in qualifying
cases, such as a layoff. Under the prior
law, only employees of large busi-
nesses were eligible to purchase
COBRA benefits.

The second bill requires all insurers
to include an option to add extended
dependant coverage to employees
with dependants up to age 30. The

coverage would come at the
employee’s expense and
could not be used to cover a
dependant who is married,
eligible for government cov-
erage or has a dependant of
their own.

Both bills were part of
the HealthNET PA package
introduced by Senate Repub-
licans to help cut health care
costs and help uninsured
Pennsylvanians receive ac-
cess to important health care
services.

Senator McIlhinney speaks with constituents
at his Kids Expo at Pennsbury High School
in September.


